
                                                                                            Benjy Hinkle III

                                                                                                          English 1A (2:40-3:50)

                                                                                                               Simpson-Urrutia

                                                                                                                 Word Count: 1,854
Urban Treasure Hunting

When Indiana Jones was released in theaters, every child wanted to be a treasure hunter like Dr. Jones. Well, a person does not have to go to far away lands to find awe-inspiring treasure. A person can find treasure right in his or her own back yard. The quests of an urban treasure hunter will be less dramatic than the adventures of Dr. Jones, and there will not be any whips or bad guys. Instead of the classic whip used by Indiana Jones, an urban treasure hunter will wield a metal detector. An urban treasure hunter has to become a jack-of-all-trades to be very successful; there are many things to do before starting the quest for riches.


A person might ask, why would I want to become an urban treasure hunter? The answer is quite simple: for profit and adventure. “Some people find that either the adventure or profit is sufficient, but the majority of people who become involved in this rewarding quest enjoy equal amounts of both” explains New York treasure hunter Michael Chaplan (Chaplan 14). Here are some examples of treasure found in not far away places: “The Greatest Treasure Ever Found” which was the S.S. Central America was found right off the coast of California, Vlad and Carol Kononov find loads of treasure not to far away from their home, and in L.A a cache of depression era currency valued at $182,000 was found in a bathroom wall. As Michael Chaplan explains, urban treasure hunting lets out our inner Indiana Jones, and these quests and adventures can lead to profit and memories to last a lifetime. I would say this sounds pretty promising; how do I begin? 
Before a person starts treasure hunting, he or she needs to have the right equipment. The main tool of an urban treasure hunter is a metal detector. Which is the right metal detector? In fact, there is no “right” metal detector because metal detectors are like cars. A person wouldn’t use a car to do a truck’s job or vice versa. For metal detectors, a treasure hunter wouldn’t buy a metal detector that specifically looks for gold to go and look for coins. So to answer the question, buy a metal detector that suits your needs and what you’re looking for, and remember metal detectors are like cars, you get what you pay for. A cheap metal detector will not have as much depth penetration as a more expensive detector. 
After a person gets his or her main piece of equipment that has more than an inch of dirt on it, the urban treasure hunter should assemble other tools that he or she cannot do without: a hunting knife to cut through roots and tough grass, a garden trowel for when a knife isn’t necessary, a rake in case there are leaves in the way, a towel to put the dirt from the excavation on so that the hole can be refilled without looking like someone has a dug a hole, and a clothes to suit the weather and the surroundings.

The excited would-be Dr. Jones needs patience. After getting the necessary equipment ready, an urban treasure hunter is still not ready to find riches. After getting the necessary equipment, an urban treasure hunter should do the research to ensure that he or she will find treasure. The first step an urban treasure hunter does when he or she does research is to go to the library. This is the number one resource for an urban treasure hunter because a library usually has loads of information on the local history (Michael Chaplan). While doing research, an urban treasure hunter looks for old swimming holes, old picnic/campgrounds, parks, and other places where people used to congregate. When an urban treasure hunter finds these signs, he or she is off to a good start. An urban treasure hunter should also seize the moment when he or she sees a promising place to hunt because it might be gone tomorrow (Michael Chaplan). As Michael Chaplan, the author of URBAN TREASURE HUNTING: A GUIDE FOR BEGINNERS, states “Anything Can be Anywhere.” This quote is true. For example, a couple of months ago when I was metal detecting I found what I thought to be a gold ingot which is a gold bar that is smelted with all of the impurities found with gold. After getting the bar tested, it turned out to just be a replica of a gold ingot found in Arizona a few years ago. This shows how true Michael Chaplin’s statement is.
 
After doing the research, an urban treasure hunter is now ready to search for treasure. When out in the field, a treasure hunter needs to be aware of his or her surroundings to be safe. An urban treasure hunter should also always be prepared when going out because anything can happen. The Urban treasure hunter should always take along some food and water because there is no need to cut a hunt short because of thirst or hunger. When hunting, there is no need to show and tell because that can and will cause a lot of trouble. If someone asks an urban treasure hunter what he or she has found the answer should always be, “just some garbage and spare change.” An urban treasure hunter should not draw any unnecessary attention to him or herself, inviting attack or theft.
It takes practice and patience to find treasure. The first thing an urban treasure hunter should expect to find are clad coins (circa 1965-present), pull tabs, foil, soda cans, and other pesky trash items. After the urban treasure hunter has practice in the field and gains experience, he or she should start to notice the finds are not the common items stated above but valuable items: old coins (before 1965), gold and silver jewelry, antique bottles, historical relics (guns, medals, etc.) and everything in-between.

What happens when an urban treasure hunter finds rare and valuable treasure? That depends on what is found. If the item is a rare historical relic that was important in any way such as a cache of ancient Rome gold coins, then the government has the rights to it and the treasure hunter gets compensated based on how valuable the find is. The item could also be declared not treasure based on the treasure trove law, which determines if the item in question has a living owner or any heirs and if not, the urban treasure hunter has made a great find, which may be kept. ”It is a bad idea if a person was to keep a treasure that he or she should not. If the person has done this then he or she will risk loosing the metal detector, the treasure, and facing jail time and/or a substantial fee. This will also happen if a person is caught treasure hunting in a national park or a place where treasure hunting is not permitted. Even if what the person is doing is not illegal, he or she needs to still be careful. This is from a metal detecting forum I belong to, Just to let everyone know I am home and doing well, and NO I was not taken advantage of while being detained. Everything happened very quickly, I almost didn’t believe it was happening. Someone had called because we were on private property digging. But it really was not private property it was City property. I was down on one knee with my Lesche digging a plug from a good signal when out the corner of my eye I see a police car with lights on. I didn’t think much about it because of the neighborhood we were in, till he turned into our parking lot. I put my digger and pin-pointer in my pouch and walked towards the officer. He said I received a call from someone saying there were guys digging in the bank and "do you know anything about this" I replied "NO". So he asks what is that thing you have there I said a metal detector, and what is that on your side I said a shovel, so he says must be what I saw you digging with. 
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I was really trying to do everything he asked. He went through my bag and took my pocket knife and made assume the position. I was ok at this point just figured he was doing his job, till he took the cuffs out ....he mentioned that he did not witness B---- digging and that when he arrived I was on my knees digging and then lied to him about what I was doing. [image: image3.png]


He was hearing nothing and let B---- take my gear and truck. Thank goodness I will get my stuff back from B----.” This shows why a person needs to be careful when treasure hunting. He was lucky that his friend was there and that he did not loose his equipment.
Of course the vast amounts of treasures found are going to be dirty from being in the ground for decades or even centuries. There are numerous ways to clean the treasure accumulated over the years. Before the cleaning of coins, if there are any that are suspect of value DO NOT CLEAN, I repeat, DO NOT CLEAN. I say this because it will ruin the value of the coin, as cleaning destroys the coins original luster. For old silver coins, get the coins wet then put some baking soda on them and scrub the tarnish off with a toothbrush. For the finds made of copper, put the copper in some white vinegar and shake. Then let it sit over night and rinse in water (Vlad and Carol Kononov). There are various methods to cleaning finds but these two are the best and easiest to use.
Being an urban treasure hunter is a fun and fulfilling hobby that anybody can do. Urban treasure hunting will lead a person to meet many amazing people and have memories to last a lifetime. This hobby also pays for itself over time and if a person is lucky, he or she will have his or her retirement money. Do not let the work to become an urban treasure hunter stand in the way of becoming one. In the end, urban treasure hunting is a great outdoor activity and I hope to see new urban treasure hunters out in the field.
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